


April is Family Strengthening Month

Every child deserves to grow up in a safe,

stable, and nurturing environment. Families

are the best resource to provide the
positive interactions and healthy conditions
that children need to flourish. During

Family Strengthening Month, please join us

in highlighting how strong Wisconsin families
promote the well-being of children in our

state. This toolkit contains activities for use by

Wisconsin programs to support family
strengthening during the month of April 2026
and throughout the year.

Children are the foundation and the future of
our communities and our state. Children
raised in loving and supportive environments
have healthier relationships, a greater
tendency to prosper academically and
financially, and are more likely to become
successful contributing members of society.
Wisconsin must act as a leader and champion
for all of our children by supporting
communities and promoting programs and
policies that enhance the lives of children and
families. Research has shown the most
effective way to prevent child abuse & neglect
is to strengthen families and communities, so
they can provide nurturing environments
where children can thrive. Access to quality
childcare, affordable housing, and safe
neighborhoods reduces parental stress and
allows families to focus on creating a secure
and nurturing home.

This Family Strengthening Month toolkit
provides resources for communities,
organizations, and individuals to promote
family strengthening efforts in April as well as
throughout the year. Please feel free to modify
and enhance the information contained within
the toolkit and use it as a launching point for
your own ideas. It doesn’t matter how big or
small your effort might be. Providing positive
messages and opportunities for families and
children are always a worthwhile goal.

We welcome you to join with the Wisconsin
Family Strengthening Month Committee and
numerous partnering organizations from
around the state in uniting together to support
children and families throughout Family
Strengthening Month and beyond.











https://fiveforfamilies.org/
https://childrenswi.org/ways-to-help/advocacy
https://childrenswi.org/childrens-and-the-community/community-partners-professionals/child-abuse-prevention/prevent-child-abuse-wisconsin/resources
www.preventchildabusewi.org






https://www.d2l.org/education/stewards-of-children/
https://preventionboard.wi.gov/PublishingImages/Pages/OurWork/April/LMpage.pdf
https://preventionboard.wi.gov/PublishingImages/Pages/OurWork/April/LMpage.pdf

Media Tips

Consider the message

We encourage organizations to share the vision that all Wisconsin children
and families have the opportunities and support they need to be safe,
stable, and connected in their communities. We can often get a better
response by sharing stories that illustrate the benefits and impacts of
programs. Some ways to promote the importance of building productive
and prosperous futures for our children include:

e Educating and engaging community members to focus on family
strengthening programs.

¢ Reminding the community that while being a parent is challenging,
there are approaches and resources that provide parents and
families with support.

e Highlighting approaches and resources that provide families with
support.

¢ Encouraging community members to help lead, plan, and participate
in events so that they have the opportunity to contribute and
become invested.

Establish Your Message for Strengthening Families
Build your message to motivate people to action.

e Create a call to action through your social media platforms indicating
how individuals, groups, and organizations can participate in family
strengthening efforts.

e Share success stories from family strengthening and support efforts
both within and outside the community.

e Beclear and consistent in your commitments to support family
strengthening programs and efforts.

e State the importance of family strengthening and support in
combating child maltreatment.

e Use images to portray a positive and engaged community.





https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.facebook.com_preventionboard&d=DwMFAg&c=occRtaWYtfl4zUTjOCYfRw&r=Ps9OzGsqkbK2KWnGYQvLxw&m=jrSQgd6Yk2CDR6kCCtao03ueTknNgHwRxzNfbsIQ-Ow&s=m7rrZpRI1XvWQIUx5T9W6GLHTvt_s8qfZJecLJ-67-8&e=
https://children.wi.gov/Pages/TrainingsVideos/Parenting.aspx
http://www.instagram.com/youthmentalhealthwi
www.youtube.com/channel/UCtgbPFJU6idWuO4CcX_N4dA
https://www.facebook.com/ThrivingWI
https://www.facebook.com/OCMHWI
https://www.facebook.com/preventchildabuseamerica
https://www.facebook.com/preventionboard

Social Media Sample Posts

FAMILY STRENGTHENING MONTH

WEAR BLUE 4 KIDS

download

WWW.FIVEFORFAMILIES

FAMILY STRENGTHENING MONTH

download

WWW.FIVEFORFAMILIES.COM

FAMILY
STRENGTHENING
NTH

download

FAMILY STRENGTHENING MONTH

WWW.FIVEFORFAMILIES

download

FAMILY STRENGTHENING MONTH

WWW.FIVEFORFAMILIES.COM

download

FAMILY
STRENGTHENING
MONTH

download


https://preventionboard.wi.gov/PublishingImages/Five%20for%20Families%20Prevention%20Month/Facebook%20images/Social%20posts%20toolkit%20PART%202-01.jpg
https://preventionboard.wi.gov/PublishingImages/Five%20for%20Families%20Prevention%20Month/Facebook%20images/April-01.jpg
https://preventionboard.wi.gov/PublishingImages/Five%20for%20Families%20Prevention%20Month/Facebook%20images/April-02.jpg
https://preventionboard.wi.gov/PublishingImages/Five%20for%20Families%20Prevention%20Month/Facebook%20images/Social%20posts%20toolkit%20PART%202-02.jpg
https://preventionboard.wi.gov/PublishingImages/Five%20for%20Families%20Prevention%20Month/Facebook%20images/Social%20posts%20toolkit%20PART%202-03.jpg
https://preventionboard.wi.gov/PublishingImages/Five%20for%20Families%20Prevention%20Month/Facebook%20images/April-03.jpg



https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/aces/positive-childhood-experiences.htm
https://childrenswi.org/who-we-are/community-programs/child-abuse-and-neglect-prevention
https://thrivingwisconsin.org/
www.preventchildabuse.org
www.fiveforfamilies.org
https://ctfalliance.org/partnering-with-parents/anppc/#resources
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/
https://preventionboard.wi.gov/PublishingImages/Five%20for%20Families%20Prevention%20Month/Facebook%20images/FFF1.png
https://preventionboard.wi.gov/PublishingImages/Five%20for%20Families%20Prevention%20Month/Facebook%20images/FFF2.png
https://preventionboard.wi.gov/PublishingImages/Five%20for%20Families%20Prevention%20Month/Facebook%20images/FFF3.png
https://preventionboard.wi.gov/PublishingImages/Five%20for%20Families%20Prevention%20Month/Facebook%20images/FFF4.png
https://preventionboard.wi.gov/PublishingImages/Five%20for%20Families%20Prevention%20Month/Facebook%20images/FFF5.png
https://children.wi.gov/Pages/Home.aspx



https://preventionboard.wi.gov/Documents/blue%20flyer_2023.pdf
https://preventionboard.wi.gov/PublishingImages/Pages/OurWork/April/Sample%20Letters%20and%20PR%20FSMToolkit26.pdf
https://preventionboard.wi.gov/PublishingImages/Pages/OurWork/April/SamplePresRFSMToolkit26-2.pdf
https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventionmonth/
https://preventchildabuse.org/
https://preventionboard.wi.gov/Pages/Homepage.aspx



https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/
www.fiveforfamilies.org
https://preventionboard.wi.gov/Pages/OurWork/April.aspx
https://childrenswi.org/who-we-are/community-programs/child-abuse-and-neglect-prevention
https://childrenswi.org/who-we-are/community-programs/child-abuse-and-neglect-prevention/resources
https://preventchildabuse.org/
https://www.a2awisconsin.org/A2AWisconsin
https://www.d2l.org/training-catalog/stewards-of-children/
https://positiveexperience.org/
https://childrenswi.org/family-resources



mailto:preventionboard@wisconsin.gov
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